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FROM THE EDITOR

The Center is pleased to welcome Susanna Cobucci as a visiting scholar for the 1995-1996 academic vear. Ms.
Cobucci ts an assistant professor at the University of Milan. During her time at the Center, she will be studying
American and comparative federalism. If you would fike to discuss research items with her, please call her at
215/204-1480.
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Federalism Research Centre
Research School of Social Sciences
Australian National University, Canberra

'The Centre’s research program is broadly focused on federal
issues, as ils name implies. Since the launching of New
Federalism in a series of Speciat Premiers” Conferences in
1990, federal issues have been prominent on the national
agenda, and central to the public policy concerns of the
Commonweaith and State  and Territory goverunents.
Although only partly successful, the New Federalisin of the
1990s has spawned a significant number of mstilutional
innovations in  intergovernmental  relations  requiring
monitoring and cvaluation  As well as critically assessing
these Commonwealth and Slate initiatives for making
Australia’s  complex  system  of  infergovermmmental
airangements and relations more efficient, the Centre has also
focused its work on national responses to globalization which
impact upon Australia’s federal system and entail an
interational federalising process. In addition, the Cenire’s
research program has a major focus on constitutional issues
and has played a substantial role in the Research School’s
centenary decade project, Reshaping Austrahian Institutions:
Towards 2001 and Beyond.

The Centre is interdisciplinary in its nussion and staffing,
with its research cfforts concentrated more or less equatly
potitics and poticy on the one hand, and economies and fiscal
matters on the other hand. Having pioneered the study of
fiscal federalisni as the Centre on Federal Financial Relations,
the Federalism Research Cenitre has continved to work on
issues of fiscal federalism because these remain highly

significant and contentious with all governments. A highlight
of the year was the inaugural Russell Mathews Lecture to
honour Professor Mathews’ personal contribution m the
Centre and to the study and practice of fiscal federalism. It
was given by Professor Mathews on this favourite topics
“Fiscal Fqualisation: Political, Social and Economic I.inchpin
of Federation™ and is available in published form.

With the hiing of Dr. Richard Comes and appomtment of
wo Adiunct Professors, Perry Shapiro and Tom Courchene,
the Cenlre has developed a further major research focus on
the eeonomic theory of federalism, an area which remains
relatively underdeveloped. Richard Cornes has confinued
work on the second edition of his book, The Theory of
Fxternalities, Public (ioads and Club Goods (Cambridge
University Press) with Professor Todd Sandler who was a
Visiting Fellow during 1994, }lis cument research program,
involving some joint work with Professor Emilson Sibva, also
a Visiting Fellow during 1994, is formally medeling the
imptications lor lederal structures of the difficulties faced by
the Centre in momitoring the cosis associated with activities
of state governments.

The Centre broadened its program: tn the late 1980s, signified
by its change in name, and developed two major areas of
research on federal polifics and institutions which it has
pursued in the 1990s: Intergovernmental Relations and the
Constitutional System.  In both cases, the Centre moved in
advance of public opinton and has played & major role in
academic rescarch and public discussions in these areas.
Professor Galligan has been the coordinator of both the
Constitutional Systems and Intergovernmental Relations
streams In the school’s larger Reshaping project. His Book
A Federal Republic: Australiay Constitutional System of
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Geovernment was completed durmg the year and published by
Cambridge University Press mn 1995, A highlight for the
Constimtional Systems stream  was  an  international
confercnce organised by Professor Galligan and Professor
Peter Russell of Toronto on Redesigring the State which was
attended by some 20 overseas speakers. The revised papers
are being prepared for pubhication by Federation Press.

Over the years, the Federalism Research Centre has provided
a supporting cotlegial network and a base for vistung scholars
and officials from around Australia and overseas. During
1994 the Centre hosted eight visiting fellows, four from
overseas and four from other Australian Universities, as well
a five shorter term Centre visitors.

—

The Centre was reviewed during (994 by a committee
established jointly by the University and Commeoenwealth and
State governments which concluded that the Centre *had built
a strong international reputation’ and ‘maintained an
extensive rescarch output”. The Comrnittee reported in late
July and recommended coutinued funding for the Centre at
the ANU.  The Commonwcalth subsequently decided,
without giving any reasons, that it would cease finding the
Centre after 1995 and the states have followed st So 1995
will be the last year of the Centre’s life, at least w ils
traditional form.

In early July Professor Galligan sccepted a Chair in Political
Science at University of Metbourne to be faken up in early
1995 =

STILL AVAILABLE!

Federalism and the Way to Peace

Essays by
Daniel J. Elazar

This book contributes fresh perspectives on the variety and flexibility of federal
ideas, well beyond any specific constitutional framework.

Published by
Institute of Intergovernmental Relations
Queens University, Kingston, Ontario

170 pp. 1994 $20.00
Available directly from the

' Center for the Study of Federalism
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